banaji and refers to the estate as an ousía.4 It also mentions someone who appears to be his wife or one of his wives, calling her endoxotatē kyría.5 She was based in Alexandria. In contrast to all of this, the Middle Persian documents, which are also from the Fayyūm, are simply scraps of papyrus or parchment and do not directly concern the affairs of Shahralanyozan.6 The picture would probably have been different, perhaps even radically different, if the very substantial collection of Middle Persian papyri acquired by the Nationalbibliothek in Vienna in the late nineteenth century had not disappeared, almost in its entirety, following its loan to Berlin in the 1930s.7
To sum up, the Greek material falls into two groups: Oxyrhynchite documents, almost certainly from the former Apion estate,8 involving substantial payments of gold, upwards of 150 lbs from just two districts, and the two Fayyūm papyri which are less overtly public in tone. Now the most striking feature of the Greek papyri and the two ostraca from Hermonthis is that Shahralanyozan is described as paneuphēmos in almost all of them. I believe this is a fairly strong clue that papyrologists have failed to pick up on. Absolutely no one but the most powerful and wealthy section of the Byzantine aristocracy described themselves in this way.9 In other words, if we approach the issue of the identity of this mysterious individual in a purely abstract, logical way, to begin with, he would have had to have been a high-ranking Sasanian official with sufficient stature to justify the extraordinary step of deploying the one epithet that distinguished the élite sections of the Byzantine aristocracy. This restricts the choice to a handful of the highest ranking officials in charge of the Sasanian occupation of the eastern provinces.10 Of course, one can always assume that not all 4 spp x 251a.2, οἴκο υ Σαραλαν( ), b.7, το ῦ κελλαρ(ίτου) τ οῦ οἴκου, b.6, ἀρουρ(ῶν) τ ῆς οὐσί(ας). 5 spp x 251b.1, δ(ιὰ) ἐπιστά(λματος) τῆς ἐνδοξ(οτάτης) κυρᾶς. 6
Wien P.Pehl. 373a (Weber, Eine spätsassanidische 185ff.) mentions the "seal of Šahrālān-yōzān" in l. 10 (gilēnag pad muhr ī Šahr-Ālānyōzān āwišt). 
